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G&RO OR MANDE KUSIK. 

The Garos call themselves • Maude/ which is the word in their vernacular for 
<man\ 

Garo is spoken principally by the inhabitants of the Garo Hills, and also in the 
plains at their feet, viz., the Districts of Kamrup, Goalpara, the State of Cooch Behar, 
the Districts of Jalpaiguri, Mymensingh, and Dacca. It is, moreover, spoken by small 
numbers of people in Sibsagar, Darrang, Nowgong, the Khasi and Jaintia Hills (where 
it is called ' Dyko'), and Sylhet. 

Besides the standard dialect, and forms of speech returned simply as c Garo, 1 without 
any dialectic designation, the following names have been returned as those of dialects 
of this language. In order to complete the subject particulars are given for the 
standard and unspecified dialects also. 

Dialect. Where spoken. Ktn&Urr flf speakers. 

Standard or Xoirik ..... Garo Hills 30,000 

Goalpara 11,700 

Kamrup 5,100 

(Under name of « Mande ') . . . Mymeusingh 8,600 

55,400 

Abeng ....... Garo Hills 33,000 

Mymensingh 5,000 

. 38,000 

Atong, Ating, or Kucha .... Garo Hills 10,000 

Mymensingh 5,000 

15,000 

Awi Garo Hills 20,000 

Chibok . . # . , . . Garo Hills 1.500 

Win ....... Garo Hills 500 

Btiga Garo Hills 500 

The so-called * Koch ' dialects . . . Dacca 4,500 

Garo Hills 5,500 

Goalpara 300 

. 10,300 

Unspecified ...... Sibsagar 450 

Darrang 600 

Nowgong 1,200 

Sylhet 550 

Khasi and Jaintia Hills 670 
Cooch Behar 1,200 

Jalpaiguri 4,013 

Dacca 200 

8,863 

Grand Total 150,063 

It will be understood that most of these figures are merely rough approximations- 
No attempt was made at the last census to separate out the different dialects. It is to 
be regretted that I have not succeeded in obtaining any specimens of several of those 
mentioned above, 

Thfe Garos call their language ' Mande Kusik, ''*•&» the language of the men, or 
'Achik Kusik/ i.e., the language of the hill men. All the dialects bear a strong resem- 
blance to each other, though to a foreigner, learning to converse with the natives, the 
differences are striking enough. The Atong or Kucha dialect presents the greatest 



variation. Girds from other parts of the Garo Hills can make themselves fairly well 
understood wherever they go, except in the Atong country. Aheng is the dialect of 
the western half of the Garo Hills, Achik of the centre, Awi of the north-east, and 
Atong of the Lower Someswari Valley in the south-east of the Garo Hills, and the north- 
east of the District of Mymensingb. Chibok and Ruga are spoken only in a few 
small villages at the head-waters of the Nitai River, and Dalu at the village of that 
name on the Bogai. Munde is said to be a corruption of man-m de, child of Man. 
The Qaros, like all the natives of the Assam Valley, call the Burmese Man, and 
according to their tradition they came from the home of the Man. 

Garo and Bfak or Plains Kacharl are by far the two most important members of 
the Bodo group. Between them, their speakers number more than 420,000 souls. Jn 
the introduction to the Bodo group, I have quoted Mr. Gait's account of the main 
features of the Bktk language, and I cannot do better than here quote the passage on 
page 161 of the Census Report of Assam for 1891, in which he compares it with Garo :— 

« The Garo language ie spoken by the Garo tribe, which baa its borne in tbe Hills to whiob ife has given 
its name. Tbe very close affinity to Kacharl both in its vocabulary, and grammatical structure, is clearly seen 
from the vocables, forms of declension, and sentences given by Mr. Endle in tbe note preBxed to his Kacbari 
grammar. A few further points of resemblance are noted briefly below. Adjectives in Garo, as in Kacbari, gene- 
rally follow the noun they qualify, tbe case ending being in that case attached to the adjective and not to 
the noun. They undergo no change to make them agree with the gender and number of the noun. Comparison 
is expressed by tbe dative case of the noun, to which is added some word meaning * than.* The superlative 
degree is formed by tbe use of a word signifying < all ' and the word < than ' affixed to the adjective. Tbe 
numerals differ from Kacharl in being arranged on a decimal system, but, so far as the Kacbari numerals go, 
the words used are practically identical. There is this further similarity, that the Garo numerals, like the 
Kacharl, take varying prefixes according to the class of Objects to which they are applied. When human 
beings are referred to, sak (Kacbari s&) is prefixed ; for irrational animals the corresponding prefix is mang 
(Kacbari m<S), and for inanimate objects ge (Kacbari, gang or thai). The conjugation of the verb is similar to 
Kacbari, but the particles used are different. 1 The potential mood, as in Kacharl, is expressed by words 
signifying ability, etc., added to tbe infinitive of the main verb. Except in the imperative, where da precedes 
the verb, as in Kachari, the negative is expressed by the addition of the word ja (Kacbari a) after the verb, 
and the same particle is also used to make adjectives express a negative quality. The interrogative particle 
ma (Kacbari no) is usually placed, as in Kachari, at the end of the sentence/ 

Garo has no written character of its own. The local missionaries write it in both 
the Bengali and the Roman characters. The Bible has been translated into Achik 
by them, in which dialect altogether about a hundred thousand copies of books have 
been printed including a dictionary, school books, religious works, and a monthly 
periodical which is now in the twentieth year of its existence. 

Although Garo possesses no aspirated consonants, we find, when it is written in 
the Bengali character, letters like «t (kha), H (tha), and ¥ (pha). .These aspirations 
merely represent the greater stress which is laid on a consonant when it is at the 
commencement of a syllable, just as, in English, the p in f pile ' is more strongly 
pronounced than thfr p in ' map/ This false aspiration is not shown in writing Garo 
in the Roman character, these letters being represented by ha, ta, and pa, respectively, 
Garo has only one sibilant, — a dental s. Its pronunciation, however, fluctuates. Some 
Garos use a sound approaching sh as well as s, but there is no uniformity in their 
practice, and none of them ever pronounce it quite like the $h in 'should,' but always 
throucrh the front teeth. I have hence written only s throughout. 

} There ar<», however, resemblances ; e.g., the Gftro enga 9 signifying tbe present definite corresponds to the Kacblri 
davgman ; mftl gen f tbe sign of tbe future, to the KacbAri yan. 
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